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AVAILABLE 24/7 
FOR ALL YOUR TOWS

250-474-1369
westshoretowing.com

SERVING
THE WESTSHORE, SOOKE & GREATER VICTORIA

Battery Boost
Flat Tire Change

Key Retrieval
Fuel Delivery

Flat Deck Towing
Enclosed Motorcycle Transport
Towing From Accident Scenes

Heavy Duty Towing

Here, There, Everywhere!
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What makes Victoria such a special place to live, work, 
explore and call home? Our readers know - and this year, they 
made their voices heard in a big way.

More than 125,000 votes were cast in the annual Best of 
the City awards, shining a spotlight on the people, businesses, 
services and experiences that make Victoria such a remarkable 
community. With 136 categories spanning everything from 
dining and shopping to professional services, entertainment, 
health and wellness, local business and more, this year’s results 
offer an impressive snapshot of what our community values 
most.

And behind every vote is a story. A favourite place for a 
morning coffee. A restaurant that has become a family tradi-
tion. A trusted service provider. A shop where the staff know 
your name. A local business that went above and beyond when 
it mattered most. These are the connections that turn a city into 
a community.

This year’s extraordinary response is a testament to how pas-
sionate Victorians are about the places they love and the people 
behind them. It demonstrates the tremendous pride we have in 
supporting local.

Congratulations to all of this year’s winners - and a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who took the time to vote. These are 
your choices Victoria. Here are the best of the best.

Janet Gairdner 
and your team at Victoria News

Thank 
you,
Victoria!
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By Tim Collins

V I C TO R I A

Greater Victoria is home to creators, entrepreneurs, and people 
who care about keeping our communities vibrant and thriving. 

Best of the City acknowledges the work and care put in by local 
businesses and people. It’s not just a label; it’s a way of saying “this 
is something we value and appreciate.” Perhaps that’s why our 
annual “Best of the City” feature is so great. It offers recognition 
where it is most deserved.

Make no mistake about it – Victoria is an amazing place to live, 
work and visit.   

Start with Travel + Leisure Magazine’s World’s Best Awards. 
This year, Victoria ranked in the top two cities in Canada.

The city has also consistently topped Condé Nast Traveler’s 
Readers’ Choice Awards as the world’s friendliest city, “brimming 
with small-town energy” despite it being the provincial capital. 

The city’s blend of city life and natural beauty is, they’ve said, 
unsurpassed.

Victoria has been lauded as Canada’s most romantic city, and 
has also earned nods for its warmth, helpfulness and community 
spirit. 

It’s no wonder then that the region is experiencing its best 
tourism season in the past 10 years, with hotel occupancy rates 
reaching more than 85 per cent and international visits from 
around the globe showing steady growth.

Part of that success is founded on the people promoting our 
city on the world stage. 

Destination Greater Victoria’s CEO, Paul Nursey, has worked 
tirelessly to promote the city and his 28 years in tourism manage-
ment have afforded him the insight to explain what is special 
about Victoria.

“What makes Victoria special is that we haven’t had to choose 
between being a great place to visit and a great place to live,” said 
Nursey. 

“The same things that attract visitors from around the world, 
including our oceanfront setting, vibrant neighbourhoods, 
cultural experiences, attractions, world-class culinary scene and 
year-round outdoor lifestyle, also contribute to an exceptional 
quality of life for residents and an environment where businesses 
can succeed.”

John Wilson, the CEO of the Victoria Chamber of Commerce, 
offers a more personal note to the question of what makes Victoria 
so great.

“Growing up in Victoria, I have seen it evolve and grow into 
the city it is today,” said Wilson. “Its beauty and charm continue 
to attract visitors from around the world, but one thing has always 
stayed the same: the relationships that connect our community. 
Recognizing familiar faces downtown and taking in all the experi-
ences our city has to offer is what makes it feel like home.”

“Great cities are defined by the people who give them purpose. 
Victoria is a place where everyone belongs, everyone participates, 
and where opportunity and community shape the character of our 
city. Being raised here, I’ve seen what makes our city the best in 
B.C., and it is the close connections and shared responsibility. It’s 
the everyday actions of people who care about their neighbours 
and their future.”

And perhaps that’s the real story. While the Best of the City 
awards do a great job of recognizing the best in our city in a var-
iety of categories, it’s important to remember that it’s the people 
who make Victoria a magical place.



LOCAL BUSINESSES KEEP OUR 

COMMUNITY VIBRANT AND THRIVING 
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A city made for

By Natalie Bruckner

VICTORIA HAS 
CLAIMED THE TITLE 
OF CANADA'S MOST 

ROMANTIC CITY

TIME AND AGAIN, 
FOR GOOD REASON

Looking for someone who loves oceanfront strolls at 
golden hour, scenic old-world charm and 19th-cen-
tury architecture. Bonus points if you have a taste 
for fresh West Coast seafood, afternoon tea, artisanal 
cheeses, and couples’ massages followed by afternoons 

getting lost exploring.
If that sounds like you, go ahead and swipe right. Congratula-

tions! You’ve just matched with Victoria, B.C.
It’s almost as if the province’s capital city was built for ro-

mance, with its cobbled streets, candlelit harbourfront dinners 

Romance

and tucked-away sandy coves. It’s pretty easy to see why Victoria 
has been voted Canada’s most romantic city year after year.

MADE FOR THE BIG SCREEN
Victoria has the kind of scenery that makes filmmakers drool, 

so it’s no surprise it’s been used as a location for so many romantic 
movies.

From the grand halls of Craigdarroch Castle, which appeared 
in the 1994 film Little Women starring Winona Ryder and 
Susan Sarandon, to Canada’s narrowest commercial street, Fan 


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250-721-9910

hello@olakinoskin.com

Book your complimentary  

consultation today

Helping Victoria love their 

skin for over 30 years.

From expert laser hair removal and electrolysis 

to advanced skin rejuvenation, we’re proud to 

help our community look and feel their best.

9Experienced team

9Medical-grade technology

9Personalized care 

Thank you, Victoria, for voting us one of  

the city’s Best Cosmetic Treatment Clinics.

olakinoskin.com
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Tan Alley in historic Chinatown, which featured in the romantic 
comedy Bird on a Wire, starring Mel Gibson and Goldie Hawn, the 
city offers no shortage of memorable backdrops. It’s little wonder 
Hallmark location scouts keep coming back for more.

WHERE ROMANCE BLOOMS
Known as the “City of Gardens,” Victoria makes every walk a 

little more romantic. Its mild climate keeps flowers and greenery 
flourishing year-round, with more than 30 billion blooms counted 
during the 2025 spring flower count, earning it the title of the 
region’s “bloomingest” community.

No romantic escape to Victoria would be complete without a 
visit to The Butchart Gardens. More than 120 years after it was 
first created, this 55-acre National Historic Site is a showstopper.

But if one garden in Victoria truly has a love story at its roots, 
it’s Abkhazi Garden, affectionately known as “the garden that 
love built.” The story begins with Prince Nicolas and Princess 
Peggy Abkhazi, who reunited after years apart, married in 1946 
and spent the next four decades creating their one-acre sanctuary 
together. They lovingly called it “their child,” and today their 
legacy lives on, with the garden providing a beautiful setting for 
couples to celebrate their own love stories.

LET YOUR HEARTS WANDER
There’s something wonderful about having nowhere to be, and 

with Victoria’s reputation as one of Canada’s most walkable cities, 

it’s the perfect place to follow a path and see where the afternoon 
leads.

A stroll along the Inner Harbour can easily turn into an after-
noon wandering past historic buildings and dreamy architecture, 
stopping to listen to street performers or watch boats drift across 
the water.

Along Dallas Road and around Songhees Point Park (p’ál c’ s), 
the ocean becomes the perfect backdrop as waterfront paths trace 
the edge of the Salish Sea, with waves rolling in below, mountain 
views stretching across the horizon, ferries gliding by and sea-
planes rising from the water. Somewhere along the way, you might 
find yourself at the Staircase to the Sea, a colourful, mural-covered 
landmark where steps lead down to the water.

Then there’s that old-fashioned charm that goes beyond the 
cobbled streets. A horse-drawn carriage ride through James Bay 
feels like stepping into a Hugh Grant movie. Tally-Ho Carriage 
Tours, the city’s oldest carriage company dating back to 1903, 
takes visitors through the historic neighbourhood, with seasonal 
routes that showcase the city’s spring blossoms.

FEED YOUR SOUL
They say the way to the heart is through the stomach, and in 

Victoria that tends to happen without much planning. With one 
of the highest concentrations of restaurants per resident in Can-
ada, Victoria’s food scene is full of surprises.

One minute it’s a coffee by the harbour, the next you’ve ducked 
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







    
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into a small family-owned restaurant for fresh West Coast sea-
food, or experienced the artistry of Japanese omakase dining.

That love of good food hasn’t gone unnoticed. Readers of 
Condé Nast Traveler named Greater Victoria one of the world’s 
best food cities in 2023.

Then there’s afternoon tea at the Fairmont Empress, where 
romance has been on the menu since 1908. In the grand Lobby 
Lounge overlooking the Inner Harbour, a gentleman plays the 
piano as three tiers of finger sandwiches, house-made scones, 
pastries and fine loose-leaf teas make their way to the table. 
Play it again, Sam.

LOVE ON THE WATER
Somehow the ocean just whispers romance, and in Victoria 

there are so many ways to soak that in. Heritage tall ships set 
sail from the harbour, where you can pack a picnic, grab a blan-
ket and spend an afternoon watching the coastline drift by, with 
the chance of spotting dolphins and even whales along the way.

The sheltered waters of Saanich Inlet and Tod Inlet offer a 
more intimate side of the coast, with small boats slipping into 
quiet coves like Arbutus and Witty’s Lagoon. Back in the har-
bour, the bright yellow water taxis whisk you across the city or 
turn dinner into an adventure with a waterfront pub crawl.



950 Fort Street, Victoria BC
250-383-3414

www.idar.com | @idarjewellers

International award-winning jewellery 
designers and makers since 1972

Thank you for your support
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
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
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Thank You, Victoria!
 



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THE BIG QUESTION
Victoria has a way of sweeping you off your 

feet and making a pretty convincing case for 
popping the question.

The city’s independent jewelry studios with 
unique pieces add another layer to the mo-
ment. And when the time comes to find the 
right spot, Ogden Point Breakwater is hard 
to beat. The one-kilometre pier stretches into 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca, with a lighthouse at 
the end and electric pinks and golds reflect-
ing across the water at sunset. It’s the kind of 
setting that does the work before you ever get 
down on one knee.

ROMANCE YOURSELF
Romance doesn’t always need a plus one.
Victoria is just as enjoyable when you’re 

travelling solo, whether that means enjoying 
a beautiful meal, wandering through gardens, 
discovering a new favourite café tucked away 
on a side street or simply watching the world 
go by. Because sometimes the best date is the 
one you plan for yourself.




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www.pizzeriaprimastrada.com
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We had readers from around the region submit photos from 

their own backyards, and neighbourhoods. Our readers 

submitted everything from beaches, parks, pets, gardens, 

protests and more. Watch inside the Victoria News every 

Thursday for our reader photo of the week.

1. Early morning sunrise at Ogden Point. -  Barry Watchorn

2. Camas amidst the trees in Beacon Park. - Bennett Guinn

3. Cyclysts on the bridge.  - Bohuslav Slahor

4. Heron with a freshly caught fish at Esquimalt Lagoon. - 

Bruce Nicol

5. Sunrise on the Inner Harbour. -  June Pearson

6. Victoria Harbour by Boom and Batten. - Janet Baker

7. Canadian Forces Snowbirds in the skies over Victoria. - 

Rene Fournier

8. Harbour seal sunning its flippers in Victoria’s outer 

harbour. - Ken Wong

9. Kite surfers on a breezy day on Dallas Road. - 

June Pearson

THE BEST FROM OUR READERS  
OF VICTORIA NEWS
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 
 















Thank You For Your
Support Victoria

250-385-4465
mccallgardens.com 
4665 Falaise Drive
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SUNNY CARPET AND
AIR DUCT CLEANING

FURNITURE CLEANING 
SPECIAL

MOST FABRICS WE CLEAN LEATHER TOO! 

LOOSE CUSHIONS EXTRALOOSE CUSHIONS EXTRA

3 SEAT LOVSEAT

$150 $130
CHAIR

$85
To gel your ducts clean 
we use a State-Of-The-
Art system with Truck 
Mounted Vacuums!

FURNACE & AIR DUCT 
CLEANING WHOLE HOUSE

FOR ONLY 
$400400400

We Specialize in Dryer Vent Cleaning
for Strata Condos, Townhouses &

Apartments with the “Best Deal in Town”

VICTORIA 250-384-7951 
DUNCAN 250-746-1888 

NANAIMO 250-755-1128 
PARKSVILLE/QUALICUM 250-954-3491 

WWW.SUNNYCARPETDUCTCLEANING.COM

SUNCAR-0421-MAY-SidneyandCentralSaanich

THANK YOU VICTORIA FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

2 Rooms & Hall 

4 Rooms & Hall

CARPET 
CLEANING

$150 Reg. $165

$195 Reg. $225

AREA CARPET 
CLEANING
25% DISCOUNT

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

GUARANTEED PET 

URINE REMOVAL
After

We use 
environmentally

friendly 
products

1
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The Secret toThe Secret toSuccess
Cities thrive and are considered to be great, not be-

cause of their buildings or landmarks, but because of 
the people who shape the character of the commun-
ity through their creativity, diversity and sense of 
social responsibility.

The same can be said of businesses within those cities. 
There are other elements to making a great business as well. A 

clear vision and mission, for example. No business becomes the 
best without having goals and values that are reflected in their 
product, and in the ethical standards reflected in their business 
practices.

To put it simply, businesses are the best when they’re run by 
good people.

Dave LeQuesne at Westshore Towing puts his customers first, 
and does what he does to make the community a better place.

Then there’s Mother Computers, which has been around for 
more than 23 years. Their success starts with folks like Raj Desor, 
the owner of the company.

“I’ve always loved computers and electronics, and I love 
helping people with their computer needs,” said Desor. “People 
have computers for all kinds of reasons, and it’s our job not to just 
make a sale, but to help them to get the right machine for their 
needs and then to get the most out of the machines they have.”

IT'S PEOPLE THAT MAKE A BUSINESS GREAT
By Tim Collins


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Oak Bay Location
# 102 - 1964 Fort Street • 250-590-7499

Voted Best Place 
for Eye Care/ 

Eye Wear













Thank You Victoria!

Accepting New Patients

THANK YOU FOR

VOTING FOR US!

It’s no secret Romeo’s has been 
serving Victoria’s Best Pizza  

for over 50 years!
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“Computers have changed a lot and keep changing, and people’s 
interests and the way they use computers have changed as well. 
There are a lot more people using them for gaming, for example. 
Knowing what machine will best suit them is what we aim for, 
whether the customer is 13 or 90.”

It’s all about customer service and satisfaction, not profit mar-
gin, says Devos.

Big Wheel Burger is another example of how one person’s 
vision can be at the heart of a great business.

Calen McNeil had years of experience in the restaurant busi-
ness and had travelled extensively before coming to Victoria and 
establishing Big Wheel Burger.

“I’d travelled a lot, and I knew that there was a way to create 
better fast food in this community – to create something differ-
ent,” said McNeil.

“We came up with the idea of a completely carbon-neutral 
fast-food restaurant where the food was made from fresh, local 
ingredients. From the free-range farms to the customer’s tray, the 
process is 100 per cent sustainable.” 

The approach was always more than a gimmick.
“We have a responsibility to the community, and we are re-

specting that while producing great food in a fun environment. It 
gives us a different story to tell, and we’re proud of it.”

Then there’s Ruffel and Brown. It was established in 1987 by 
Debra Ruffell and Nigel Brown, and over the years the company 
has grown to be one of the largest independently owned window 
covering dealers in Canada.


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From Dr. McElroy, Dr. Ueda, Dr. Gagner

and the Oak Bay Dental Centre team.

Dentistry for the whole family

2620 Currie  Road |  (250)  595-3833 |  obd@shaw.ca

“Thank You Victoria!”“Thank You Victoria!”

BROAD VIEW UNITED

THRIFT STORE


THANK YOU


3703 St Aidans st., entrance off of Palo Alto street



THANK YOU
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
TEPPAN STEAK & SEAFOOD HOUSE

Open 3 pm daily · Closed Mondays

japanesevillage.bc.ca · 250-382-5165 · 734 Broughton St.



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Victoria’s
friendliest

place to play...

Driving Range
Range Cafe

Lesson - Drop in/Private
Junior Golf

Under Par Lounge

Thank you for your support!

Highlandpacificgolf.com
250-478-4653
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Highlandpacificgolf.com
250-478-4653

Driving Range
Range Cafe

LessonLesson -- DropDrop in/Privatin/Privatee

Thank you for your support!

Lesson - Drop in/Private
Junior Golf

Under Par LoungeUnder Par Lounge

Victoria’s
friendliest

place to play...

Independent living made easy.Independent living made easy.

Locally owned.
Proudly serving
Victoria’s seniors.

PROUD TO BE VOTED

A TOP 3
RETIREMENT
RESIDENCE
IN VICTORIA!

Thank You, Victoria!
For 28 years, we've been honoured to serve

seniors by creating a community built on great
meals, caring people, and a place to belong.

SEE WHY SO MANY SENIORS
CALL THE RENAISSANCE HOME
Schedule your personal tour today.

250-386-1188 www.renaissancevictoria.com

“The Art of Living Well”1188 Esquimalt Road

DUTCH BAKERY & DINER!

Thank you Victoria for 
choosing to Shop Local!

Celebrating 70 years 
on Fort st

www.thedutchbakery.com 718 Fort Street

Creating delicious • European-inspired 

Cakes • Pastries • Cookies • Chocolates

Celebrating your stories for over
35 years

“Visited nearly every Jeweller on the
Island. Barclays is easily #1 for service

and selection...”

“From design to finished product, a
timely and stress free experience.”

“Just got my engagement ring from
here and I couldn’t be happier!”

106 - 2187 Oak Bay Avenue
250-592-1100

barclaysjewellers.com
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












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In 2022, the company was acquired by Peter and Lori Stofko, 
who have continued with the company’s commitment to custom-
er satisfaction.

“The only way we can continue to be successful is to make 
sure every one of our customers is fully satisfied and to earn 
your repeat business,” they say. 

“We want you to feel confident when recommending us to 
your friends, family and neighbours that they will receive the 
best possible service every time.”

That commitment to the community extends to being part 
of the community in other ways as well, as the couple sponsors 
a multitude of charitable causes in Victoria. They also make a 
point of ensuring that they support other local businesses and 
have made a commitment that “every dollar you spend with us 
stays in our community supporting other businesses like ours.”

Of course, there are a host of other great businesses in Greater 
Victoria that go the extra mile for their customers and for the 
community where they reside. But the story is most often the 
same. 

Truly great businesses – the best of the city – are the ones 
operated by people who care. It’s the individual integrity, com-
passion, and caring that combine with good product knowledge 
to lift those businesses to the highest level.


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ARTS & 

ENTERTAINMENT

BEST ART GALLERY

1.  ART GALLERY OF  
 GREATER VICTORIA

2. Little Fernwood Gallery

3. The Avenue Gallery

BEST FAMILY 
ENTERTAINMENT

1.  BEACON HILL 
 CHILDREN’S FARM

2. Victoria Butterfly Gardens

3. Shaw Centre  

 for the Salish Sea

BEST FESTIVAL

1.  ESQUIMALT RIBFEST

2. Phillips Backyard Weekend

2. Victoria Highland Games &  

 Celtic Festival

3. Victoria Folk Music Festival

BEST BAND / MUSICIAN  

(Local)

1.  JESSE ROPER

2. Majesties Request

3. Michael Kaeshammer

BEST MORNING RADIO 
SHOW

1. 107.3 VIRGIN
 WITH BAILEY & JOHNNY

2. The Q! Morning Show

3. CBC On the Island with host  

 Gregor Craigie

BEST MUSEUM

1.  ROYAL BC MUSEUM

2. BC Aviation Museum

3. Wentworth Villa  

Architectural Heritage  

 Museum

BEST PLACE TO LISTEN 

TO LIVE MUSIC

1.  ROYAL & MCPHERSON   
 THEATRES

2. Hermann’s Jazz Club

3. Beacon Hill Park Bandshell

EATING  

& DRINKING
BEST BAKERY 

(Independent)

1.  CRUST BAKERY

2. Dutch Bakery & Diner

3. Esquimalt Bake Shop

BEST BREAKFAST / 
BRUNCH

1.  JOHN’S PLACE   
 RESTAURANT

2. Floyd’s Diner

3. The Village Restaurant

BEST BURGER

1.  BIN 4 BURGER LOUNGE

2. Big Wheel Burger

3. Fatburger

BEST CHICKEN WINGS 

1.  FATBURGER

2. Chicken 649

3. Hecklers Bar & Grill

BEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT

1.  J & J WONTON  
 NOODLE HOUSE

2. Don Mee Seafood   

 Restaurant

3. Halibut House Chinese   

 Restaurant

BEST COCKTAILS

1.  WIND CRIES MARY

2. Clive’s Classic Lounge

3. Glo Restaurant + Lounge

BEST COFFEEHOUSE

1.  DISCOVERY COFFEE

2. Ca�e Fantastico

3. Moka House

BEST DELI

1.  RED BARN MARKET

2. Fig Mediterranean Deli

3. Italian Food Imports

BEST FAMILY 

RESTAURANT

1.  MY-CHOSEN CAFÉ

2. John’s Place Restaurant

3. Varsha Indian Kitchen

BEST FISH & CHIPS

1.  FINEST AT SEA SEAFOOD  
 MARKET & FOOD TRUCK

2. Red Fish Blue Fish

3. Barb’s Fish & Chips

BEST FOOD TRUCK

1.  FINEST AT SEA SEAFOOD  

 MARKET & FOOD TRUCK

2. Deadbeetz Burgers

3. Greek n’ Go
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BEST GLUTEN FREE 

SELECTIONS

1.  VARSHA INDIAN KITCHEN

2. Origin Gluten-Free Bakery

3. Be Love

BEST GREEK 

RESTAURANT

1.  ITHAKA GREEK  

 RESTAURANT

2. Gyrosa Fresh Greek

3. Maria’s Souvlaki & Deli

BEST ICE CREAM

1.  PARACHUTE ICE CREAM

2. Cold Comfort on Cook

3. 49 Below Ice Cream

BEST INDIAN 

RESTAURANT

1.  VARSHA INDIAN KITCHEN

2. Sizzling Tandoor

3. Cafe Malabar Restaurant  

 & Bar

BEST ITALIAN  

RESTAURANT

1.  IL TERRAZZO

2. Pagliacci’s

3. IL Covo Trattoria

BEST JAPANESE 

RESTAURANT

1.  JAPANESE VILLAGE   

 RESTAURANT

2. Nubo Kitchen + Bar

3. Sen Zushi - Japanese   

 Restaurant & Sushi Victoria

BEST KOREAN 

RESTAURANT

1.  CHIMAC KOREAN PUB &  

 FRIED CHICKEN

2. Sura Korean GrillHouse

3. OX Korean BBQ

BEST LOCAL BREWERY

1.  PHILLIPS BREWING &   

 MALTING COMPANY

2. Hoyne Brewing Company

3. Driftwood Brewing   

 Company

BEST MEAL UNDER $15

1.  TACOFINO VICTORIA

2. Italian Food Imports

3. Costco Food Court

BEST MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT

1.  CAFE MEXICO

2. Ay Mi Mexico

3. Benjo’s Tacos

BEST OUTDOOR PATIO

1.  GLO RESTAURANT +   

 LOUNGE

2. CRAFT Beer Market

3. Boom + Batten Restaurant  

 & Cafe

BEST PIZZA

1.  PIZZERIA PRIMA STRADA

2. MOD Pizza

3. Romeo’s Place

BEST PUB

1.  PENNY FARTHING 

 PUBLIC HOUSE

2. Bard & Banker 

3. 5th St. Bar & Grill

3. Irish Times Pub

BEST SANDWICH / SUB

1.  RED BARN MARKET

2. Italian Food Imports

3. The Old Farm Market

BEST SEAFOOD 

RESTAURANT

1.  MARILENA CAFE 

 & RAW BAR

2. Red Fish Blue Fish

3. Finest At Sea Seafood   

 Market and Food Truck

BEST STEAKHOUSE

1.  THE KEG  

 STEAKHOUSE + BAR

2. Japanese Village Restaurant

3. Boom + Batten Restaurant  

 & Cafe

BEST SUSHI

1.  FUJIYA

3. Nubo Kitchen + Bar

3. Bon Sushi

BEST THAI  

RESTAURANT

1.  BAAN THAI WOK & BAR

2. Sabhai Thai

3. Sookjai Thai Restaurant

BEST VEGETARIAN 

RESTAURANT /  

VEGAN RESTAURANT

1.  VARSHA INDIAN KITCHEN

2. Be Love

3. Sizzling Tandoor

BEST VIETNAMESE  

RESTAURANT

1.  ORIGINAL PHO EATERY

2. Pho Vy Restaurant

3. Green Leaf Vietnamese   

 Bistro
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HEALTH 
& WELLNESS

BEST DAY SPA

1.  HAVN SAUNAS

2. Emerald Day Spa

3. Brentwood Bay Resort Spa

BEST DENTAL OFFICE

1.  CADBORO BAY DENTAL

2. Oak Bay Dental Centre

3. Bowker Creek Dental Clinic

BEST HEALTH  

TREATMENT CENTRE

1.  GEOMETRY INTEGRATED  

 HEALTH

2. Pursuit Physiotherapy

3. Tall Tree Health

BEST PHARMACY

1.  LONDON DRUGS

2. Pharmasave, Oak Bay

3. Shoppers Drug Mart

BEST PLACE FOR 

COSMETIC TREATMENT 

(Non-surgical)

1.  EMERALD DAY SPA

2. DermaLight Clinic

2. Olakino Laser + Skin

3. Philosophy MD

BEST PLACE FOR 

COSMETIC TREATMENT 

(Surgical)

1.  CLINIC 805

2. Victoria Surgery

3. Dr. Jennifer W. Robinson

BEST PLACE FOR EYE 

CARE / EYE WEAR

1.  PURELY OPTOMETRY  

 (DR. JOHN POON)

2. Eyefinery Optical Studio

3. Mayfair Optometric Clinic

LEISURE

BEST BED & BREAKFAST

1.  OCEAN ISLAND INN   

 BACKPACKERS SUITES

2. Abigail’s Hotel

3. Marketa’s Bed & Breakfast

BEST HOTEL /   

ISLAND RESORT

1.  TIGH-NA-MARA 

 SEASIDE SPA RESORT

2. Point No Point Resort

3. Kingfisher Pacific  

 Resort & Spa

BEST LOCAL LANDMARK

1.  BUTCHART GARDENS

2. Beacon Hill Park

3. Inner Harbour

BEST PLACE TO WALK  

YOUR DOG

1.  DALLAS ROAD DOG PARK

2. Thetis Lake

3. Elk Lake

BEST WHALE WATCHING

1.  PRINCE OF WHALES

2. Eagle Wing Whale &  

 Wildlife Tours

3. Orca Spirit Adventures   

 Whale Watching

REAL ESTATE & 

DEVELOPMENT

BEST CUSTOM HOME 

BUILDER

1.  FORESS DEVELOPMENTS

2. Villamar Construction

3. MAC Reno Design Build

BEST DEVELOPER

1.  VILLAMAR 

 CONSTRUCTION LTD.

2. MAC Reno Design Build

3. Foress Developments

2026 RESULTS
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BEST MORTGAGE 

BROKER

1.  LALIT SOOD -  

 COAST CAPITAL

2. Miller Mortgages Ltd.

3. McIntosh Mortgage Group

BEST MUNICIPALITY  

IN GREATER VICTORIA 

1.  SAANICH

2. Victoria

3. Oak Bay

BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM

1.  RE/MAX CAMOSUN

2. Pemberton Holmes  

 Real Estate

3. Engel & Volkers

BEST REALTOR

1.  DEZ DALJIT MAHAL

2. Chris Esbati

3. Afraz Nathaniel

SERVICES

BEST ACCOUNTING  

FIRM

1.  DUSANJ & WIRK   

 CHARTERED 

 PROFESSIONAL   

 ACCOUNTANTS

2. Schibli Stedman King

2. Hutcheson & Co.

BEST AUTO 

SERVICE / REPAIR

1.  JOHN’S AUTOBODY 

 AND PAINT

2. BCAA Victoria  

 Auto Service Centre

3. Big O Tires

BEST BARBERSHOP

1. NANDA BARBER

2. Brothers Barbershop

3. Clean Cuts Barbershop

BEST CARPET / 

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

1. SUNNY CARPET &

 AIRDUCT CLEANING

 SERVICES

2. Luv-A-Rug Services

3. Aquamist Carpet Care

BEST CLEAN ENERGY 

COMPANY

1. SOLVE ENERGY INC.

2. Sasquatch Heat Pumps

3. Coastal Heat Pumps

BEST DOG TRAINER

1.  COMMUNICANINE   

 TRAINING &  

 BEHAVIOURAL   

 COUNSELLING

2. Ethical Canine Training

3. Woofability Service  

 Dog Training 

BEST DRY CLEANER

1.  PRESTINE DRY CLEANERS

2. Individual Dry Cleaners

3. One Hour Cleaners

BEST ELECTRICIAN

1.  SASQUATCH HEAT PUMPS

2. Gri�yn Electric

3. Belltech Electric

BEST FUNERAL / 

CREMATION SERVICES

1.  MCCALL GARDENS

 FUNERAL AND

 CREMATION SERVICE

2. First Memorial  

 Funeral Services

3. Earth’s Option Cremation &  

 Burial Services

BEST HVAC COMPANY

1.  SASQUATCH HEAT PUMPS

2. VIS Mechanical

3. Coastal Heat Pumps
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BEST HAIR SALON

1.  THE NATURAL HAIR

 SALON

2. Studio 1313

3. Kharma Salons

BEST HOUSE CLEANING  

SERVICES

1.  SPARKLING SISTERS   

 CLEANING

2. Squeakly: House Cleaners

3. Molly Maids

BEST INSURANCE  

PROVIDER

1. INSUREBC INSURANCE   

 SERVICES

2. BCAA Victoria Auto  

 Service Centre

3. HUB International Insurance

BEST JEWELLER

1. OLD ‘N’ GOLD JEWELLERY

2. Barclay’s Fine Jewellers

3. Idar Jewellers

BEST LAW FIRM

1.  SITKA LAW GROUP

2. League and Williams Law  

 Corporation

3. Velletta Pedersen  

 Christie Lawyers

BEST MOVING COMPANY

1.  HENDRA MOVING &   

 STORAGE

2. Ouch My Back Moving

3. 2 Burley Men Moving

BEST MUSICAL  

INSTRUMENT STORE

1.  LONG & MCQUADE  

    MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

2. Tempo Trend Music

3. Tapestry Music

BEST NAIL SALON

1.  SUNRISE DAY SPA 

 & SALON

2. Sunday Nails & Beauty

3. Emerald Day Spa

BEST OIL CHANGE

1.  CHARGED AUTO REPAIR

2. Great Canadian Oil Change

3. Big O Tires

BEST PEST CONTROL

1.  VICTORIA PEST CONTROL

2. Old Island Pest Control

3. Orkin

BEST PET GROOMER

1.  PAWS ON COOK PET   

 STORE

2. Bosley’s Admirals Walk

3. Paw Space Pet Boutique

BEST PET STORE

1.  BOSLEY’S - VICTORIA

2. Higgie’s Pet Mercantile

3. Paws on Cook

BEST PLUMBER

1.  UNDER THE SEAT   

 PLUMBING

2. On Demand Plumbing

3. Callaway Plumbing 

 & Drains Ltd.

BEST RENOVATION 

COMPANY

1.  FORESS DEVELOPMENTS

2. MAC Reno Design Build

3. Villamar Construction

BEST RESIDENTIAL 

PAINTING COMPANY

1.  WEST COAST PRO PAINTING

2. Pride Painting Ltd.

3. Student Works Painting

2026 RESULTS









KNOWLEDGE DESK

CALL 250-479-8561 

TO BOOK YOUR 

APPOINTMENT





EST 1999

SAME DAY  
CUSTOM BUILDS

VIRUS, SPYWARE,  
SCREEN REPAIR  

IN HOME SERVICE

THANK YOU FOR 

VOTING US  

BEST COMPAUTER STORE
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BEST RESTORATION / 

REMEDIATION COMPANY

1.  REMOVALL REMEDIATION

 SERVICES

2. Solve Roofing

3. Downs Construction

BEST RETIREMENT 

COMMUNITY

1.  ROSS PLACE SENIORS

 COMMUNITY

2. The Renaissance 

 Retirement Residence

3. Berwick Communities

BEST SECURITY 

COMPANY

1.  THEMIS SECURITY   

 SERVICES LTD.

2. Paladin Security

3. Western Canada Security

BEST STORAGE 

COMPANY

1.  U-LOCK MINI STORAGE

2. Adams Storage

3. Peninsula Mini Storage

BEST TATTOO STUDIO

1.  WESTSHORE 

 TATTOO SHOP

2. Rebel Ink Tattoos

3. Proper Poke Piercing  

 and Tattoo

BEST TIRE SHOP

1.  BIG O TIRES

2. Sidney Tire

3. Westcoast Tire & Wheel Ltd.

BEST TOWING COMPANY

1.  BCAA VICTORIA AUTO   

 SERVICE CENTRE

2. Totem Towing

3. Highway 14 Towing

BEST VETERINARIAN

1.  VIC WEST PET HOSPITAL

2. Oaklands Veterinary   

 Hospital

3. Belmont Langford   

 Veterinary Hospital

SHOPPING

BEST ART & CRAFT  

SUPPLIES STORE

1.  BEEHIVE WOOL SHOP

2. Michaels

3. Opus Art Supplies

BEST BBQ’S & 

ACCESSORIES

1. CANADIAN TIRE

2. Buckerfield’s

3. Wilk Stove Ltd.

BEST BICYCLE SHOP

1.  OAK BAY BIKES & E-BIKES

2. North Park Bike Shop

3. Fairfield Bicycle Shop

BEST BOOKSTORE (New)

1.  BOLEN BOOKS

2. Russell Books

3. Munro’s Books

BEST BOOKSTORE (Used)

1.  RUSSELL BOOKS

2. Books & Shenanigans

3. The Smart Bookshop

BEST BUTCHER

1. GLENWOOD MEATS

2. Berryman Brothers

3. Thrifty Foods

BEST COMPUTER STORE

1. MOTHER COMPUTERS

2. Gizmo’s Computers

3. Memory Express   

 Computers

BEST CONSIGNMENT  

STORE

1.  FAT SISTERS 

 PLUS SIZE VINTAGE

 AND CONSIGNMENT

2. Good Things Consignments

3. Cook Street Vintage

BEST ELECTRIC  

VEHICLE

1.  NISSAN LEAF

2. Volkswagen ID.4

3. Rivian 


















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2026 RESULTS

BEST ELECTRONICS  

STORE

1.  ATLAS AUDIO VIDEO   

 UNLIMITED

2. Best Buy

3. Visions Electronics

BEST FARMERS  

MARKET

1.  MOSS STREET MARKET

2. Esquimalt Farmers Market

3. James Bay Market

BEST FLOORING /  

CARPET STORE

1.  LUXTERIOR FLOORS &   

 HOME SOLUTIONS

2. Hourigan’s Flooring

3. End of the Roll Flooring

BEST FLORIST

1.  BROWN’S THE FLORIST

2. Thrifty Foods 

3. Harry’s Flowers

3. Poppies Floral Art

BEST FURNITURE STORE 

(Locally Owned)

1.  DODD’S FURNITURE 

 & MATTRESS

2. Cook Street Vintage

3. Good Things Consignments

BEST GARDEN STORE / 

NURSERY

1.  GARDENWORKS

2. Elk Lake Garden Centre

3. Hilltop Greenhouses

BEST GROCERY STORE

1.  THRIFTY FOODS

2. The Old Farm Market

3. Country Grocer

BEST GROCERY STORE  

(Locally Owned)

1.  THE OLD FARM MARKET

2. Red Barn Market

3. The Root Cellar Village   

 Green Grocer

BEST HOME APPLIANCE 

STORE

1.  TRAIL APPLIANCES

2. Home Depot

3. Lansdowne Appliance   

 Gallery

BEST HOME DECOR 

STORE (Locally Owned)

1.  PABOOM HOME IMPORTS

2. Chintz & Company

3. Winners/HomeSense

BEST HOME  

IMPROVEMENT STORE

1.  HOME HARDWARE

2. Castle Building Centre

3. Lumberworld

BEST INTERNATIONAL 

MARKET

1.  THE MARKET GARDEN

2. Fig Mediterranean Deli

3. H Mart

BEST KIDS  

CLOTHING STORE

1.  SAILOR JACK  

 CONSIGNMENT

2. Thistle & Wren Boutique

3. Once Upon a Child

BEST KITCHEN STORE

1.  PENNA & CO KITCHEN  

 & GIFTWARES

2. HomeSense

3. The Tuscan Kitchen

BEST LIGHTING STORE

1.  MCLAREN LIGHTING

2. Cook Street Vintage

3. Water Glass Studios Ltd.

BEST LINEN /  

BEDDING STORE

1.  HEIRLOOM LINENS

2. QE Home

3. Irish Linen Stores

BEST LIQUOR STORE

1.  VESSEL LIQUOR STORE

2. Cascadia Liquor

3. The Liquor Co. 1977

BEST MALL /  

SHOPPING CENTRE

1.  HILLSIDE SHOPPING   

 CENTRE

2. Mayfair Shopping Centre

3. Uptown Shopping Centre

BEST MATTRESS  

STORE

1.  SLEEP COUNTRY  

 CANADA

2. Dodd’s Furniture 

 & Mattress

3. Fawcett Mattress

BEST MEN’S  

CLOTHING STORE

1.  MARK’S

2. Outlooks for Men

3. Moores Clothing for Men

BEST ORGANIC  

MARKET / STORE

1.  THE ROOT CELLAR  

 VILLAGE GREEN GROCER

2. The Old Farm Market

3. Lifestyle Markets

BEST OUTDOOR /  

SPORTING GOODS STORE

1.  ROBINSON’S 

 OUTDOOR STORE

2. Mountain Equipment Co-op

3. Grove Outdoors

BEST PAINT STORE

1.  CLOVERDALE PAINT

2. Pacific Paint Centre -   

 Benjamin Moore Paint Store

3. Sherwin Williams

BEST PLACE 

TO PURCHASE 

MOTORCYCLES OR 

SCOOTERS

1.  ISLAND MOTORCYCLE 

 COMPANY

2. Barnes Harley-Davidson

3. Barnes Powersports

BEST PLACE TO 

PURCHASE  

A NEW VEHICLE

1.  CAMPUS HONDA

2. Pacific Mazda

3. Volkswagen Victoria

BEST PLACE TO 

PURCHASE 

A PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

1.  DK MOTORS

2. Galaxy Motors

3. Jim Pattison Toyota

BEST PLACE TO  

PURCHASE AN RV

1.  GALAXY RV

2. Triangle RV

3. Arbutus RV

BEST SHOE STORE 

(Locally Owned)

1. WALK IN COMFORT

2. Frontrunners Footwear

3. The Cobbler

BEST THRIFT STORE

1.  WIN RESALE SHOP

2. Broad View United  

 Thrift Store

3. Salvation Army

BEST TOY STORE

1.  TIMELESS TOYS

2. Cherry Bomb Toys

3. Two Otters Science  

 & Nature Company

BEST U-BREW / U-WINE

1. BLANSHARD ST. WINERY

2. Peninsula U Brew Winery

3. Hamilton Hops and Grapes

BEST WINDOW 

COVERINGS

1.  RUFFELL & BROWN 

 WINDOW COVERING 

 CENTRE

2. Budget Blinds of Victoria

3. Island Window Coverings

BEST WOMEN’S  

CLOTHING STORE

1.  FAT SISTERS PLUS

 SIZE VINTAGE AND

 CONSIGNMENT

2. WIN Resale Shop

3. DOTS

BEST FOR PRODUCE 

STORE

1.  THE ROOT CELLAR  

 VILLAGE GREEN GROCER

2. The Old Farm Market

3. Red Barn Market

BEST FOR VITAMINS/

SUPPLEMENTS

1. LIFESTYLE MARKETS

2. Vitamin Shop

3. Health Essentials
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SPORTS & 

RECREATION

BEST FITNESS CENTRE

1.  BARREMADE

2. Collective Heeling Dance  

 Studio

3. Third Space Movement

BEST GOLF COURSE

1.  CEDAR HILL GOLF COURSE

2. Mount Douglas Golf Course

3. Cordova Bay Golf Course

BEST RECREATION  

CENTRE

1.  SAANICH 

 COMMONWEALTH

 PLACE

2. Oak Bay Recreation Centre

3. Esquimalt Recreation Centre

BEST SKATING RINK

1.  G.R. PEARKES

 RECREATION CENTRE

2. Oak Bay Recreation  

 Centre

3. Save-on-Foods Memorial  

 Centre

BEST SWIMMING POOL  

OR WATERPARK

1.  SAANICH 

 COMMONWEALTH

 PLACE

2. Oak Bay Recreation  

 Centre

3. Esquimalt Recreation   

 Centre

www.munrobooks.com

Discover our Victoria communities. 

 







Thank you, Victoria!
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I scream, you scream, in Victoria we all scream for ice 
cream.

The days when a plain dollop of vanilla ice cream 
quickly served in a wafer cone are long gone.

Today’s ice cream lovers are after bold flavours, 
quality ingredients and lashings of nostalgia by the scoop. And 
while summer may feel like it’s racing towards fall, who says you 
need sunshine as an excuse to indulge?

With craft ice cream parlours dotted across the city, every day 
is a good day for a scoop.

49 BELOW – 420 Craigflower Rd.
With flavours such as Hawkins Cheezies, visitors at 49 Below 

should expect the unexpected.
“It was a hit,” says team member Inari Minja. “It was as it 

sounds – Cheezies in ice cream. I remember trying it and thinking, 
‘This shouldn’t be good,’ but it really was.”

Other Canadian cultural icons have also found themselves 
whipped up into unique whimsical scoops, including Vancouver 
Island’s beloved Nanaimo bar.

of the crop

By Ben Fenlon

VICTORIA'S CRAFT ICE 
CREAM PARLOURS 

SERVE SCOOPS OF JOY

Cream

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











 Follow @mayfairshopping to be the first to know about our events.



Voted One of 

Victoria’s Best 

Seniors’ Communities




 

CANADIAN NON-PROFIT OWNED AND OPERATED












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 
 
 
 
 
 


FLOORS & HOME SOLUTIONS 
























 

Thank you for

your votes,

Victoria! 

@fujiyabc
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
Victoria!

✓ Quality Workmanship

✓ All Insurance Claims 

✓ Frame & Unibody Repairs 

✓ Paint Match Specialists 

✓ Courtesy Vehicles Available

 EASY FINANCING  EXTENDED WARRANTY

FOR TRUSTING

John’s Autobody & Paint
SERVING VICTORIA FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS!

250-388-6733
546 Dupplin Rd., Victoria, BC  

Johnsautobodyvictoria@gmail.com

MON - FRI - 08:30 to 5:00  

SAT - BY APPOINTMENT

VICTORIA’S MOST TRUSTED 

USED CAR DEALERSHIP

WE BUY CARS
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Fitness Centre

Voted a

Top 3
Best 

The original boutique barre
studio on Vancouver Island.

Strength. Confidence.  
Community.

At barreMADE,
everyone belongs.

Our low-impact barre and fusion 
classes combine barre, Pilates, 
yoga, and functional movement 
in a welcoming, supportive 
environment.

Every class is taught to multiple 
levels, with progressions 
and modifications that allow 
beginners, seasoned athletes, 
and everyone in between to 
choose the level that’s right 
for them.

• Beginner-friendly

• Welcoming community

• Expert instruction

Highlights:

New Client

SPECIAL!

Enjoy 2 weeks of 

unlimited classes 
for just $40

@barremadeyyjBarreMADE.ca
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“We try to really celebrate the culture of B.C. and the Island,” 
says Minja. “We definitely have a lot of fun experimenting with 
flavours, and we are always trying to bring out the fun in a lot of 
the things we make.”

Those after something more traditional won’t be disappointed. 
Alongside its more playful creations, 49 Below serves classic fla-
vours, including staples such as vanilla bean, mint chocolate chip, 
birthday cake and chocolate.

The birthday cake flavour, studded with rainbow sprinkles, 
delivers a healthy dose of childhood nostalgia, while the mint 
chocolate chip stays true to the classic, pairing a cool, refreshing 
mint with rich chunks of chocolate.

Among customers, however, two flavours consistently rise to 
the top: honeycomb and Vietnamese coffee.

Every batch of ice cream is made from scratch at the company’s 
Oak Bay kitchen using a custom dairy base produced on Vancou-
ver Island. The toppings and mix-ins are crafted in-house as well.

“We also make a lot of vegan options because we like to be 
inclusive,” says Minja. “We have sorbets as well as coconut milk-
based flavours.”

Minja says it didn’t take long to fall in love with the shop’s 
strong sense of community.

“It’s nice to make people happy and have the chance to just 
enlighten a four-year-old’s day when they come in, and their face 
lights up when they see ice cream,” she says.

Alongside its new location in Vic West, 49 Below also serves 
scoops in Oak Bay and Fernwood.







 








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“We Paint Every Project With Pride”

BEST OF THE CITY 7 YEARS IN A ROW!

“Thank you to our Clients, Friends and Colleagues
Call us today if you want your Interior Painting Project completed in time for the Holidays!”
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www.pridepainting.ca+1 (250) 816-1641 • 1-778-535-7655

Call us today if you want your Interior Painting Project completed in time for the Holidays!”
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COLD COMFORT – 2716 Rock Bay Ave.
From humble beginnings in owner Autumn Maxwell’s home 

kitchen in 2010, Cold Comfort has grown to become a Victoria 
institution.

Now serving customers from its Rock Bay and Cook Street 
locations, the craft ice cream company has spent more than 15 
years building a reputation for inventive flavours and creative 
combinations.

“I think the flavour combinations are pretty original,” says 
operations manager Kate Lackey. “Autumn was one of the first 
ice cream creators in Victoria, she’s been doing it for a long time, 
so you could definitely call her a trailblazer.”

One of Maxwell’s earliest creations, ominously titled Rose-
mary’s Baby, perfectly captures that spirit of experimentation.

A rich, creamy rosemary ice cream infused with syrupy sour 
cherries may sound like an unlikely match, but it’s a combina-
tion that has stood the test of time, becoming one of the shop’s 
signature offerings.

That willingness to push boundaries continues today with 
flavours such as dragonfruit swirl with lemon apricot, local hon-
ey and thyme, chai, toasted coconut and lime, and rooibos with 
dragonfruit.

For Lackey, the simple classics are her go-to comfort.
“I really just like the chocolate, it is so good,” she says. “And 

the dairy Plain Jane is just a basic vanilla ice cream, but you can 
really taste the custard base, which is really cool.”





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We’re honoured to be recognized as one of 

Victoria’s Top 3 Health Treatment Centres in the 

2026 Best of the City Awards. 

Thank you to everyone who voted and to every 

patient who trusts us with their care.
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Like Plain Jane, all dairy ice cream at Cold Comfort is crafted 
using a French custard base, which is made in-house using locally 
sourced ingredients.

The menu also features a wide range of vegan, dairy-free and 
gluten-free options, ensuring there’s something for almost anyone 
with a yearning for a scoop or two.

PARACHUTE ICE CREAM – 105-2626 Bridge St.
Stepping into Parachute is like taking a trip back to your  

childhood.
From its warm mom-and-pop style welcome, through to the 

timeless ice cream flavours on offer, the shop serves up generous 
helpings of nostalgia alongside every scoop.

“Some of my fondest memories are going to the corner store 
with my family for ice cream, and I love being able to provide that 
experience in Victoria,” says Didi Kahl, service and operations man-
ager at the Bridge Street branch.

Classic flavours such as maple walnut, salted Skor and lemon 
cream all have the potential to unlock core memories. One scoop of 
fire-roasted s’mores is enough to immediately transport you to cosy 
evenings gathered around a crackling campfire.

Alongside its year-round favourites, Parachute rotates its menu 
monthly, introducing new creations while welcoming back popular 
seasonal flavours.

Some are inspired by sporting events or pop culture – last year, 
Parachute launched a limited-batch flavour inspired by the hit show 
The Summer I Turned Pretty. Others are dreamed up by customers.



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THANK YOU, VICTORIA
We’re proud to be part of a city that celebrates great food and good times. 

Whether you’re a familiar face or joining us for the first time, 
we can’t wait to welcome you in.

THANK YOU, VICTORIA!

Thanks for choosing
Sailor Jack Consignment as

BEST KIDS’ CLOTHING STORE

in the 2026
Best of the City Awards!

424 Craigflower Rd • 250-382-5225

sailorjack.ca

Helping you get a better 

nights sleep since 1995!

380 - 377 Royal Oak Drive
M-S 9:30 - 5:30 • Sun 10 - 5

250-744-1717
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




()-|
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“We listen to what our customers want, we make new things, 
we lean into the seasons,” says Kahl. “Believe it or not, in just 
over a month people are going to be talking about pumpkin 
spice again, so we’ll do something fun like that.”

One returning favourite that Kahl says will fly out of the 
freezer is lemon meringue pie.

“I know that August is going to be so crazy for us because 
it’ll be in for the month, or until sold out,” she says.

Like all of Parachute’s ice cream, cookies and mix-ins, the 
flavour is made entirely in-house.

“It’s a pretty labour-intensive flavour. We make the lemon 
curd in-house, which we do in our big pots – it takes a couple 
hours to make sure we’re not burning it,” says Kahl.

The hard work pays off. The nostalgic take on the classic 
dessert, with its custard-based ice cream, marshmallow, curd 
and buttery Graham crumb, will have you coming back for 
seconds, thirds, and … you get the drift.

Alongside its commitment to quality and consistency, Kahl 
says community has always been at the heart of Parachute.

The support of loyal customers has helped the business 
weather challenges ranging from the COVID-19 pandemic 
to the recent prolonged Bay Street Bridge closure – and even 
Victoria’s rainy days – making this year’s 10th anniversary all 
the more meaningful.

Alongside its Bridge Street store in Victoria, Parachute 
serves up its handcrafted ice cream in Langford and Oak Bay. 





Victoria’s Best 









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�ank you everyone
for the support,

for voting for us
and for believing in us.

We will keep doing what
we do the best

thanks to all of you.

#770 Fort St | 250.590.3949 - #102 - 751 Goldstream Ave | 250.590.4171

Brothers Barbershop | Brothers Barbershop Langford
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











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Thank You Victoria!
Thank you for voting for us and congratulations to the other 	nalists!

A special thank you to our fabulous customers.

Visit us at 2005 Cook Street,

on Instagram @cookstreetvintage

or www.cookstreetvintage.com

1313 Gladstone Ave., Victoria, BC

250-580-4503

studio1313.ca

Best 

Hair Salon


FOR VOTING US
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By Tim Collins

Residents of don’t have to be told that it’s an amazing 
place to live, work and play. It’s just something that 
we take as a given, without giving too much thought 
to what it is that makes our city the best.

Certainly, the scenic views, the climate and the 
friendly people play a part, but there’s another component to life 
here that we sometimes take for granted – the amazing folks who 
run the businesses upon which we all depend.

Anyone living on the Westshore is likely to be familiar with 

Westshore Towing. 
It’s one of those companies that has managed to become in-

grained in the community. 
Their trucks are out there when we need them, and the way 

that they approach their job is at the heart of what makes them 
such a great community business.

For owner Dave LeQuesne, the job isn’t just about towing, it’s 
about being there for people during incredibly stressful times.

“It’s being there to say, ‘Listen, we know this is a bad situation, 

By Tim Collins

A history of service 
and caring
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CANADIAN BUILT. CANADIAN DRIVEN
488

KM RANGE
*SELECT MODELS

UP TO

NACS
NORTH AMERICAN 

CHARGING STANDARD

PLUG & CHARGE

NEW
CROSSOVER

DESIGN
488

UP TO

NACS
NORTH AMERICAN 

CHARGING STANDARDNEW
CROSSOVER

FOR VOTING CAMPUS NISSAN VICTORIA AS THE CAR DEALERSHIP WITH THE

BEST ELECTRIC VEHICLE IN THE CITY!

^

 ^ WITH DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED PARTS

FOR VOTING CAMPUS HONDA VICTORIA THE BEST PLACE

TO PURCHASE A NEW VEHICLE IN VICTORIA!

THE AWARD-WINNING CR-V AND CIVIC SEDAN ARE PROUDLY 

AVAILABLE IN GAS OR HYBRID ENGINES - IN STOCK NOW!

2026 CR-V SPORT HYBRID

CAMPUS HONDA VICTORIA
New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales, Service 
& Parts | 506 Finlayson St | 250-388-6921

CAMPUS NISSAN VICTORIA
New & Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales, Service

& Parts | 3361 Oak St | 250-475-2227

LEAF
ALL-NEW 2026

LEAFLEAF

ALL-ELECTRIC, ZERO EMISSIONS
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but don’t worry, we’ll take care of it’,” he explains. “Of course 
we’re in the business to make money, but you have to have 
compassion for the people you’re serving as well.”

All my drivers live in the community, and we take our 
responsibility to help people very seriously. Let’s face it, if 
we’re being called, in the majority of cases, someone is already 
having a terrible day.”

Westshore Towing has been a centerpiece of the community 

since it was established in 2010.
LeQuesne says his family has been in the West Shore since 

the early 1920s, when his grandfather, Ernie, established the 
first tow truck in town in 1925. He also ran his own service 
station.

A photograph of that tow truck serves as a reminder of 
their roots today, as it’s often included in the company truck’s 
graphics.

HERE, THERE 
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VOTED TOP 3 BEST CUSTOM HOME BUILDER, DEVELOPER,  
AND RENOVATION COMPANY 

Foress Developments Inc. is your trusted partner in creating the home you’ve always 
envisioned. Whether your style leans towards traditional, contemporary, or ultra-modern—
regardless of budget or size—we excel in it all. With nearly two decades of experience, we 

have proudly crafted around 113 custom homes throughout the Greater Victoria area. 
In addition to new builds, Foress Developments specializes in comprehensive renovations 
that can dramatically enhance both the interior and exterior of your property. Our guiding 
principles—Quality, Ef�ciency, Honesty, and Transparency—ensure that we consistently 

exceed our clients’ expectations at every stage of the project. Let us help you  
bring your dream home to life! 

• foressdevelopments.com • 250.881.4261 • sanjeevpau@yahoo.ca
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During the First World War, he was called up for duty, 
causing the family to sell the business in the early 1940s. Dave 
LeQuesne owned and operated West Shore Taxi from 1996-
2007 before returning to the towing business in 2008.

“I could see that it was a service that people needed, and 
I got back into it for that reason… to help people,” LeQuesne 
recalled. 

Although the community they serve has undergone enor-

mous changes over the years, the reason they’ve stayed in the 
business has remained the same.

“Whether that’s in the way we do our job to make someone’s 
bad day better, or by helping out with local sports teams, or 
when we helped out at Western Speedway… it’s all just a part of 
making our city a better place,” LeQuesne says.

“We’re a part of the community, and as part of the commu-
nity it’s our job to contribute – to make it better.”

& EVERYWHERE
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Be it a stunning beach, breakfast or brunch with 
friends, or a search for hidden gems, the best options 
may be the ones close to home.

We asked three local leaders for their recommen-
dations for their favourite restaurants, parks and 

activities across Greater Victoria.
Saanich Mayor Dean Murdock, Oak Bay Mayor Kevin Mur-

doch, and Esquimalt Mayor Barbara Desjardins shared their per-
sonal favourites and recommendations for scenic parks, beloved 
neighbourhood eateries, and the best ways to spend summer days 
in the region.



  

LOCAL 

LEADERS’ 

GUIDE TO 

SUMMER IN 

GREATER 

VICTORIA

By Nishadini Fonseka

What are your favourite places to  
have a meal with family and friends?

  DEAN MURDOCK

We’ve got a few favourite spots that we like to get to, or that 
are kind of family favourites. One of my favourite things to do 
with the kids, [my kids are both in high school now], but anytime 
they’ve been on a Pro D day, I like to take them for breakfast. 
My son is celiac, so we have to go to a place that has gluten-free 
options.

So one of our regular spots is Floyd’s Diner. Floyd’s has a 
location in Royal Oak that is one that we regularly get to on Pro D 



DEAN MURDOCK
Mayor, Saanich

KEVIN MURDOCH
Mayor, Oak Bay

BARBARA DESJARDINS
Mayor, Esquimalt
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days, but just about any time we’re in the mood to go out and have break-
fast together.

  KEVIN MURDOCH

The first place that comes to my mind is Liv Café & Bistro [in Oak Bay], 
a fabulous little restaurant. Other favourites include Nohra Thai Kitchen. 
Penny Farthing Public House is always a favourite. And also, probably the 
Willows Galley Fish & Chips.

  BARBARA DESJARDINS

Well, I stay local because I’ve got an incredible choice, and it depends 
on how I feel. If I want to eat around the world, I choose Syriana Restau-
rant & Catering, which is a local restaurant now almost opening their 
second location in Esquimalt, and their food is to die for.

If I want upscale and I want to dress up, I go to Janevca Kitchen & 
Lounge at Rosemead Manor. 

And if I just want to be local, I go to La Belle Patate for some poutine. 
Or I might go to the Saxe Point Public House; great choices.

What are some must-visit places in  
Greater Victoria?

  DEAN MURDOCK

We live in Gordon Head, and so, especially in the summertime, we love 
to get to the beaches in Gordon Head.

And one of the best spots on the South Island is Glencoe Cove-Kwatsech 
Park. It’s just gorgeous, and you get a beautiful view of the Strait, or at least 
you get a beautiful view of the Gulf Islands and the San Juan Islands. And 
if you time it right, you get a nice, warm temperature to dip in.
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Dental care for  

every stage of life.
Gentle, personalized care for 

healthier smiles and  

happier lives.






Dental care for  

Pregnancy • Menopause • 55+

Women’s Dental Health
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  KEVIN MURDOCH

One is Uplands Park. I was just amazed at the beauty there. 
Same with Anderson Hill Park, which is lesser known—just fabu-
lous views.

Also, just all of the public art that’s out on display throughout 
Oak Bay... I thought it was a great way to walk around and see 
things.

And the other one on my list was Oak Bay Archives. Just a 
really cool place to go and do research and learn about history and 
see things.

  BARBARA DESJARDINS

Well, I hope they’ll come to Esquimalt because we’re kind of a 
hidden gem.

But Saxe Point Park is an absolute must; Gorge Park is an 
absolute must, with the oldest Japanese garden on the West Coast 
and our Gorge Pavilion.

We’ve just recently been recognized by Maclean’s Magazine for 
being one of Canada’s coolest neighbourhoods, and that’s because 
of the Songhees, also called West Bay, and Westsong Walkway. 

What are the hidden gems everyone  
should experience?

  DEAN MURDOCK

I think some of the beaches in Gordon Head are gorgeous.
Like I mentioned, Glencoe Cove, Hollydene Park and Arbutus 

Cove Park. Those are gorgeous spots. I think everybody knows 
Cadboro-Gyro Park, which is a beautiful spot. But if you head a 






We are proud to be the finalists













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VicWest Pet Hospital
778.265.4500

526 Esquimalt Rd.
Victoria B.C. V9A 3L4

Now AAHA Accredited!

Open Daily

Same day Medical and Surgery Appointments

Cats and Dogs

New Patients Welcome

Services include:

Wellness Exams and Immunizations

Medical Treatment • Laboratory Diagnostics

Dentistry • Surgery

Digital Xray • Cryotherapy

Laser Therapy • Ultrasound

VIC WEST PET

HOSPITAL HOURS:

Monday & Saturday: 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Tuesday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM

MIDTOWN VETERINARY

HOSPITAL HOURS:

Monday – Saturday: 12:00 PM – 8:00 PM

www.vicwestpethospital.com | www.midtownvets.ca

@vicwestpethospital
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Midtown Veterinary Hospital
691 Burnside Rd E,

Victoria, BC V8T 2X9

MIDTOWN
VETERINA RY

HOSPI TA L

We’ve expanded
with a second

location,
emphasizing our
continued growth
and commitment
to serving the
community.













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little bit north of there along the coastline, you’ll find some real-
ly beautiful beaches that are not quite as crowded.

And then on the other side, I think the Gorge is a beautiful 
spot to spend time, and it’s swimmable too at certain times of the 
year. You can find a spot to hop in the Gorge to cool off.

  KEVIN MURDOCH

I find our little pocket beaches that we have all around the 
shoreline are just amazing. I never seem to get tired of those. I do 
think a lot of the natural parks that are out there, the Garry Oak 
Meadows type parks, everything from Mount Douglas Park to, 
like I said, Uplands Park, and Anderson Hill Park, those places 
are all just very special. The other place that I love is Thetis Lake 
Regional Park.

  BARBARA DESJARDINS

If you go to Saxe Point Park, you can see the most amazing 
sunrise, or you can see the most amazing sunset. And you can see 
orcas swimming across the frontage often.

Unique to Esquimalt is that we’re at the entrance of Esquimalt 
Harbour. And so seeing the naval ships come and go is a pretty 
amazing view. For ice cream, if you come to Kid Sister Ice Cream, 
the atmosphere is amazing, and the ice cream is amazing.

We have a few events that, if you’re here in September, you 
can come to Ribfest. If you’re here in May, you can come to Buc-
caneer Days. They’re incredible events where you will run into 
people, meet new friends, and just be able to enjoy the atmos-
phere of singing, dancing, music, food and friends.
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Story and photo by Nishadini Fonseka

T ourists getting off cruise ships and thousands of 
visitors roaming around Victoria flock to a unique 
little free library at Ogden Point.

If the creator, Jeff Apolinario, is around, he will 
chat with the visitors and offer treats to the dogs 

who stop by.
Among thousands of little free libraries in Greater Victoria, 

this specific one has been turning heads, likely due to the atten-
tion to detail Apolinario has given to the model.

Not everyone suspects the model to be a little free library at 
first glance.

“Why is there an eight-foot model boat at the end of the guy’s 
driveway? And then as they get closer, they see the windows, and 
they see the books, and their faces just light up. I’ve got to admit, 
that’s the most delightful thing about it,” Apolinario said.

The eight-foot-long Queen Mary ship model holds 50 books 
when it is full.

“It was full the morning of the air show [Canadian Forces 
Snowbirds performance], and by the time 30,000 people were done 
on Dallas Road, it was about a quarter full. Books are reappearing 
now,” he said. 

Apolinario said he always had an affinity for books. He took a 
step further when he met his late wife, Marge, whom he met over 
books and ran a bookshop together in Saudi Arabia during the 
first year of the Gulf War. 

He then followed her home to Salt Spring, and since Marge had 
family in Victoria, they also settled in James Bay.

“I couldn’t have done better than James Bay. I love it here.”
Jeff always wanted to build a little free library and had the 

shape of a cruise ship in mind, but thought the modern designs 
were not as flattering as the Queen Mary, which is still floating in 
California as a hotel in Long Beach. 

“They [modern cruise ships] look like floating hotels or green-
houses. So I decided to go old school. And I thought briefly about 
the Titanic, but... Not only is that a bit dark, especially with cruise 
ship passengers coming off,” he said. 

He explained that the tiny details of the model, such as doors, 
windows, docks, lifeboats, and railings, were close to real life as he 
studied books, photos, and even models he found at a thrift store.

Apolinario does not like to take exclusive credit for building 
the ship. Anytime he talks about the model, he does not forget to 
talk about someone who played a significant part in helping with 

at Ogden Point 
builds community

Free

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DEZ DALJIT SELLS

Award Winning 

and Community 

Trusted Realtor


Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated 250-858-5331


PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION
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









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the project, standing behind it like a shadow, Marge.
After she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, he had several 

good reasons to get her involved in using her hands, cutting, 
sanding, and varnishing tiny pieces for the little free library. 
The couple spent a lot of time at the workshop, and he believes 
it helped her because they had almost 10 years together from 
her diagnosis, while most people get six to eight years.

“It’s easy to look around and still see some of the projects 
we worked on together,” he added after a brief pause.

Although the work stopped after her passing, he finally 
decided to install the finished project for the public to see this 
year. He kept it in the garage for years, with time even wearing 
it down a little bit.

“People have been loving it. I mean, people have been 
enjoying it enormously. At least I’d like to say so.”

It is, in fact, the case, because during the brief interview he 
had with Victoria News, at least half a dozen groups of people 
stopped by to explore the library and admire it.

Some of them even travelled from other parts of Victoria 
just to see it.

The summer rains have been treating the model with kind-
ness so far, but Apolinario said he won’t be taking a risk in the 
fall, so he will bring it inside in October.

While talking to the artist, it is crystal clear that he loves 
his community and likes to extend his creativity further into 
the neighbourhood. If someone watches closely at the tree 
at the sidewalk next to the little free library, it is not hard to 
notice that it is ‘infested’ with dragons he made.

He is also part of the community group that fixed masks 
on the hydro pole across the road.

“One of the things Marge and I did during COVID, and I 
still carry on, is I paint over taggings in the neighbourhood. In 
fact, about a month ago, I repainted the whole mailbox across 
the road because it was just completely covered with tags.”

As much as he is excited about projects that involve and 
benefit the community, he is not ready to profit from them.

“I’m not hunting for the cash,” he said.
“When you start getting bored with one, if you don’t switch 

to another, it doesn’t come out as well as you’d like. You need 
a fresh thing to work on, and then if you want, you get back to 
whatever it was.”

He, however, is all for supporting community projects and 
suggests that the community circulates and reads more books 
about woodworking, stained glass, and recycling large objects, 
because the more of these, the better.

“And if folks want to put one [a little free library] up for 
their street, their block, their neighbourhood, I’m all for it.”

When he is not focused on a project in his workshop, he 
likes to watch visitors checking out the little free library, the 
dragon-infested tree, and the mask pole, alongside the hop-
scotch he drew on the sidewalk in front of his house.

“And as long as people are enjoying them right now, I’m a 
happy man.”
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to vote for Big O Tires Victoria,
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recognition means so much to 

our entire team.

PROUD TO KEEP VICTORIA ROLLING.

250-384-7477
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